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Behind a black lacquer door, silk 
de Gournay wallpaper soars up 
the stairwell, an idea inspired by 
the releasing of live butterflies 
at Gilded Age soirees. Door color, 
Black by Benjamin Moore

HE OWNERS ENVISIONED SOMETHING  “colorful and 
collected, rooms that convey happiness,” says Shazalynn 
Cavin-Winfrey, the interior designer who turned up the 
volume on this 1918 brick Georgian in the heart of Greenwich, 

Connecticut. Together with architect William Hellow, Cavin-Winfrey set 
out to restore a sense of welcome for the young couple, who entertains fre-
quently. The result is imaginative, elegant, and anything but understated, 
from its intimate mohair conversation area to an emerald jewel-box bar.

T“This house is meant to be shared,” says 
the designer of a jubilant early-1900s 
home. Read on for nine of its liveliest 
spaces designed with parties in mind.

A Spirit of 
WELCOME

PHOTOGR APHY BY Lesley Unruh  •  PRODUCED BY Frances Bailey  •  WRITTEN BY Stephanie Hunt
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A HIGH-OCTANE 
DINING ROOM

The ceiling paper is by Brunschwig 
& Fils, and the velvet upholstery  
is by Schumacher. The mirror  
and chandelier are antiques.

❸ VELVET WALLS: Baltic 
blue velvet upholstery gives 
the room a regal air. “I think 
other colors could have felt 
contrived, but this one draws 
you in, and it feels luxurious. 
Plus, the velvet makes for 
great acoustics during  
dinner parties.” 

❹ ABSTRACT ART: “I like 
how this piece [from the own-
ers’ collection] feels a bit out 
of character for the house and 
even the room. It pumps the 
brakes on the formality and 
helps personalize the space.”

❺ MAHOGANY SIDEBOARD: 
A late-18th-century side-
board with gold details “fits 
with a Georgian-style home. 
And the marble top with-
stands heat from serving 
dishes better than wood.”

—
THE CRYSTAL CHANDELIER 

REMAINS THE GRANDE DAME 
OF DINING ROOMS.

Supper Club 
Classics

REFINED ROCK CRYSTAL
Queleze chandelier, to the 
trade; dennisandleen.com.

T I ERED WATERFALL
Adele chandelier by 

Suzanne Kasler, $3,800; 
circalighting.com.

HANDBLOWN CONFEC T ION
Bristol Starburst  

chandelier, $30,683;  
coxlondon.com.

FA IRY-TALE  REDUX    
Crystal Ship chandelier, to  
the trade; paulferrante.com.

❶ SILVER-LEAF CEILING: 
The luminous papered 
ceiling augments the room’s 
drama “with a gorgeous 
reflective quality,” allowing 
light from the chandelier and 
sconces, repurposed from 
the owners’ previous home, 
to dance off the ceiling. 

❷ HIGH-GLOSS TRIM:  
The paint was custom- 
matched to the velvet,  
but because it absorbs  
light differently, it serves  
as a brilliant frame  
for the rest of the room. 

Deep, layered color and magical light bring intimate 
warmth that cuts right through the small talk.
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—
FINE METALLICS ELEVATE 
LUXURY APPLIANCES TO 

BESPOKE CENTERPIECES.

Ranges with 
Tony Trim

 Heritage Series range 
in ivory enamel, $11,999; 

us.bertazzoni.com.

Le Château 150 by  
Suzanne Kasler in roquefort,  
$54,000; lacornueusa.com.

Cluny range in  
olive, $8,700;  

frenchranges.com.

 Tuscany range in dark 
blue, $16,799; viking 

range.com.

A KITCHEN THAT  
WORKS THE CROWD

❶ MOHAIR BANQUETTE: 
“This corner is so comfort-
able, everyone gravitates 
here,” says Cavin-Winfrey, 
who framed the benches in 
walnut and covered them in 
mohair, which is “virtually 
indestructible.” 

❷ GLOBE LIGHTING: The 
custom fixture was re-cre-
ated from one the designer 
spotted in Los Angeles and 
blends playful spheres with 
the room’s rectilinear config-
uration. “It’s like something 
from a different era.” 

The mohair upholstery 
fabric is by Holly Hunt 

for Bradlee USA.  
Lighting, O’Lampia

AN ELEGANT LEADED - GL A SS WINDOW,  
peskily off-center, made the powder room “the 

perfect geometric challenge.” Ralph Lauren 
silk wallpaper in buttoned-up pinstripes sets it 

straight and harmonizes with an equally dapper 
marble chevron floor. Antique parrot sconces 

and a Lucite-and-gold sink base bring addi-
tional hints of fun “without going over-the-top.”

—
FOUR MORE FREESTANDING VANITIES THAT BRING 

POLISHED STYLE TO SMALL GUEST BATHS

Best-Dressed List

THE BLACK-TIE 
POWDER ROOM

❸ MARBLE WALLS: A white 
stone perimeter feels “new 
and clean” and creates a char-
acter-building contrast with 
the reclaimed walnut islands, 
“which feel like they’ve been 
there a hundred years.”  

❹ DOUBLE ISLANDS: “Older 
homes love symmetry,” and 
given the sheer volume of the 
space, double islands honor 
that sense of balance. One is 
outfitted with an ice machine, 

sink, and beverage drawer 
to double as an informal bar.

❺ COFFERED CEILING: 
“The grid complements 
the room’s symmetry.” The 
paint is custom-matched to 
the cabinetry for harmony 
within the space. 

❻ CORNER CABINET: “We 
needed vertical storage but 
wanted it light and period- 
appropriate. Metal mesh 

from Britain makes it feel 
less solid and heavy and 
accents the gold elements 
elsewhere in the room.”

❼ LACANCHE RANGE:  
The kitchen’s crown jewel, 
a French range trimmed in 
brass and nickel inspired the 
custom hood. “We massaged 
and massaged the design to 
get the proportions right. The 
rivets alone are stunning, with 
so much beautiful detail.”
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—
HANDWROUGHT DETAILS 

AND MIXED MATERIALS  
ADD BLING TO KITCHEN 

BUILT-INS.

Couture  
Cabinetry Pulls

Hexagon counter and Ribbon 
& Reed legs, price upon 

request; sherlewagner.com.

For Town pedestal  
sink by Michael S. Smith, 

$1,895; kallista.com.

Bristol sink base  
with drawers in onyx, 
$3,395; jtribble.com.

Single Taw vanity basin 
in green verde Guatemala, 

$6,275; drummonds-uk.com.

The vanity is by 
Palmer Industries. 

COUNTRY SOPHIST IC ATE
Tuxedo pull in white bronze, $89; 

rockymountainhardware.com.

ENGL ISH EQUESTRIAN
Napa leather pull in chestnut 

and nickel, $151; waterworks.com.

FRENCH NEOCL ASS IC AL
Louis XVI draped tassel pull in 

antique gold, $178; peguerin.com.

UPTOWN URBANE
Lisbon pull in pearl charcoal, to 

the trade; worlds-away.com.

ART DECO 
Step pull in polished nickel, 

$90; neststudiocollection.com.

Prime seating, intriguing collections, and an easy flow for 
mixing and mingling: Careful, they’ll stay well past midnight.
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THE OWNERS HAD PL ANNED  to take the sunroom off the house, but Cavin-
Winfrey prevailed with an alternate vision. “I thought it was important to 
have a formal bar off the living room. In larger homes like this, people want 
to retreat to intimate settings to talk and visit,” the designer notes. She added 
a copper cupola, then repeated its octagonal shape in a laser-cut marble floor 
pattern. Penlights inside the shelving cast a festive sheen on the green lacquer 
walls, ceiling, and cabinetry. “It’s like a solarium-slash-bar, serving up so many 
delights, from the bold play of light to the 360-degree view of the garden.”

A BOMBSHELL BAR

FOR TAST ING FL IGHTS
Heritage WineStation, 

price upon request;  
dacor.com.

FOR BOUT IQUE BREWS 
Oracle Touch espresso 

machine, $2,500;  
breville.com.

FOR SMOOTHIES  ON DEM AND
Wolf Gourmet Pro- 

Performance blender, $549; 
williams-sonoma.com.

FOR SPARKL ING TAP WATER
Blue chilled and sparkling 

faucet, from $2,799;  
grohe.us.

—
TURNING ESPRESSO 

MARTINIS INTO A 
HOUSE SPECIALTY, THE 

LATEST BEVERAGE 
INNOVATIONS PERK UP 
EVERYDAY OFFERINGS.

Well-Stocked

The slipper chair 
fabric is by Manuel 

Canovas. Banquette 
fabric, Hill Brown
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—
FAVORITE FABRIC PRINTS 

MOONLIGHT AS WALLPAPERS 
TO SWATHE ROOMS IN A 

SINGULAR MOTIF (NO WALL 
UPHOLSTERY REQUIRED).

  
Pattern  

RecognitionGUEST 
ROOMS 
WITH 
GUSTO

The wallpaper 
is by Phillip 

Jeffries. Lamp, 
Bunny Williams

The fabric and wallpaper 
is by Clarence House. 
Bed linens, Matouk

GARDEN BOTANIC AL
Graceful trailing trees create a tower-
ing fanciful forest. Jardin de Chine, 

to the trade; scalamandre.com.

NEW A MERIC ANA
The charming stripe would make a 
romantic bed canopy. Links II, to 
the trade; quadrillefabrics.com.

CH INOIS  PAGODA
The deep navy wallpaper is printed 
on sisal for added texture. Tongli, 

to the trade; brunschwig.com.

GRAPHIC SUZ ANI
The large-scale pattern lends itself 
well to a vibrant guest room. Solis, 

to the trade; thibautdesign.com.

C AVIN-WINFREY  layers 
on the pattern for cozier 
bedrooms, giving them “a 
sense of order that’s timeless 
but pleasing.” Mixing trusty 
classics—for instance, a 
handsome blue plaid with 
vertical stripes in cream and 
gold—gives fresh perspec-
tive to familiar patterns. In 
a more feminine bedroom, 
a bold bargello rug lends 
gutsy contrast to a traditional 
pink pagoda print on walls, 
windows, and bed uphol-
stery. Bedcoverings in both 
are luxurious but tidy. “I like 
to keep the linens easy and 
manageable,” she says. ✦
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